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Ethiopia,  one of the oldest nations in the world, has a history 
stretching back more than 3000 years.  christianity was 
introduced in the 4th century in the northern part of the country 

where the ancient kingdom capital called axum, was located.  
Though ethiopia has been known as “The Highland of 

christianity”, the real biblical gospel was not preached until the end of  
the 19th century.  The teaching of biblical christianity expanded in the 
last 100 years and currently, there are  more than 12 million evangelical 
christians across the country.

despite its  natural and historical legacy, ethiopia has become 
known for its poor christian influence, illiteracy, ignorance, poverty, 
war, famine and hiv/aids.

However, we strongly believe that the day of holistic restoration has 
come for the ethiopian church and the nation at large.  our great God 
is  stirring His church and the nation for transformation.  The ethiopian 
church, government and people have made an historic covenant to help 
change the nation.  The ethiopia Millennium celebrated this year has 
become a landmark to see a new ethiopia that can positively influence 
africa and the rest of the world.  enec is part of the new covenant that 
the church of ethiopia made to be an instrument of transformation in 
the hands of God.

With nehemiah we say “The God of heaven will 
give us success.  We are God’s servants. We will 
start rebuilding.”  (nehemiah. 2:20-teB)

Ethiopia 

Imagine a time when everyone, in this country of 80 million,  has heard 
the gospel multiple times.  Spread over 1.1 million square kilometers, half 
of  its citizens are committed to the coptic orthodox faith, 35 percent to 

islam and a mere 10 percent to evangelical christianity.
picture a time when this same country sends out 100,000 missionaries/
evangelists to foreign lands, has 100 indigenous charitable and donor 
organizations and ten world class christian universities. 
Think of a time when christians are actively involved in the planting 
and cultivating of thousands of trees all over the country.
envision a future when christians own several banks and other 
financial institutions and are micro- financing development projects. 

What you are seeing is enec’s vision! The ethiopian national 
evangelization council is championing the mobilization of the whole church 
in ethiopia for the fulfillment of an audacious and faith stretching vision – 
one which spans  over three generations  in 100 years.  partnering with the 
evangelical churches Fellowship of ethiopia (ecfe), as well as other 
christian associations, fellowships and organizations, enec launched this 
vision as the country was in the midst of  new Millennium celebrations.

 How can this be possible, in a country said to be among the 20 least 
developed, one with a Gross national income per capita of US$ 100 and one 
that is wracked with severe droughts and famines? i had similar doubts as i 
attended the congress on the 19th and 20th october 2007. like Zachariah, i 
wondered in my heart: “do you expect me to believe this?”  like Mary, i 
questioned in my mind, “But how?” Yet, to Zachariah, Mary and i, God’s 
answer remains, “For nothing is impossible for God.” (luke 1)

 The atmosphere at the congress was electric. The local church leaders, 
mission and development leaders and christian business professionals are 
upbeat as they anticipate great things in the future. as campus crusade for 
christ participated, we were privileged to have Bekele Shanko, our director of 
affairs,  honoured as the vision bearer. please, pray for him and all of enec’s 
top leadership in planning the way forward.
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Just Imagine!
By Steve Sandagi, staff of Southern Eastern Africa

 Ethiopian  National Evangelization Council

Land of Paradox and Hope
By Masresha  Medhin, National Coordinator for Ethiopia
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Advance the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and promote 
sound discipleship and a lifestyle of biblical Christianity, with a sense 
of urgency among every tribe, language, and people in Ethiopia and 
beyond .
Cultivate healthy relationships, effective local and international 
partnerships, strategic networking and mobilization, productive 
interdependence, and efficient utilization of resources in the Body of 
Christ.
Enhance the development of human potential in Ethiopia through 
the promotion of life-changing education, relevant training, and 
transformational leadership. 
Promote freedom, equality, dignity, peace, and prosperity for all 
Ethiopians.
Accelerate the spiritual and socioeconomic transformation of the 
nation through instilling a culture of appreciation, positive attitudes, 
good work ethics, a spirit of entrepreneurship, good governance, and 
productivity among all Ethiopians.
Enhance, and participate in, the development, protection, and effective 
utilization of natural and environmental resources. 
Create the right environment and equal opportunities for development, 
participation, and success of children, youth, women, and families.
Encourage the development of essential national centers and 
institutions such as research, leadership development, missions, higher 
learning, media, and so on. 

the vision of enec is too big and too challenging to be accomplished by a few 
people or a few organizations. it requires the commitment of all who desire to see a 
holistic development of the nation. By demonstrating true christian love, humility, 
and responsibility, it is possible to see an entire nation change  in one generation. 

countries like Singapore and South Korea are  prime examples  of 
transformation in one generation. ethiopians, too can face each day with a sense of 
hope. christ came to give us total freedom. in Him there is peace of heart, mind and 
soul. it is my prayer that we all deeply experience the freedom Jesus offers. 
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Ethiopia is a country of paradox, with many opportunities and challenges. 
it is a land of beauty, strategic location, and  is rich in history and natural 
resources.  However, the citizens have not yet benefited from the 

potential wealth the country possesses.
although ethiopia was part of the civilization of the ancient world,  today 

it is one of the least civilized nations of the world.  despite the greed-driven 
military campaigns of several empires and attempts by  nations to colonize it, 
ethiopia has never been conquered. But the country has not yet overcome the 
powers of abject poverty, illiteracy, and other socioeconomic hardships. in the 
words of many, ethiopia  remains  a “forgotten nation.”  

on the one hand, it is a country of “13 months of sunshine,” a land of 
mighty rivers and numerous lakes, and a place of abundant flora and fauna. on 
the other hand, many people die  lacking enough  food and clean water. it is a 
colorful country with fertile soil, diverse ethnic groups and many cultures. 

ethiopia has one of the fastest growing (and potentially talented) 
populations. But inadequate education and training, has greatly hampered 
both the progress and productivity of the people.

at the beginning of the new testament era, the Gospel of Jesus was 
preached to an ethiopian before it was preached to any other gentile nation. 
as early as the beginning of the fourth century, the Good news had already 
penetrated the axumite empire .  Hence, ethiopia was the first country in 
africa to declare christianity a state religion. 

today, there are millions of ethiopian christians in ethiopia and in the 
diaspora. in addition to the millions of christians who are in the ethiopian 
orthodox and catholic churches, there are more than 12 million evangelical 
christians in over 31,000 local churches. Yet, the impact of christianity is not 

yet felt in the social, cultural, economic, and intellectual life of the nation. 
Has christianity failed to make an impact in the holistic development 

of the nation? How can the church be the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world? the vision of the ethiopia national evangelization council 

(enec)was born in response to these questions and other   interest in the 
present and the future well-being of the church and the nation. 

enec is a 100-year vision to advance the holistic transformation of the 
nation. developed over a period of  two years by the leaders of the church in 
ethiopia, it is a vision of partnership and commitment to continually address 
the following specific objectives in this and successive generations: 

The Vision of ENEC 
    By Bekele Shanko, Director of affairs Southern & Eastern Africa

Ethiopia 

 Ethiopian  National Evangelization Council
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If you would like to get involved in the ministries 
of Campus Crusade for Christ through 
investing your time, expertise or finances, please 
email thebridge@cccseafrica.org.za and we will 
connect you with the country or ministry of 
your choice.
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“Women constitute a solid 
foundation for holistic 

transformation of the society. 
They have immense potential 

that can be tapped. Let us 
empower them so that we will 

be able to reap the fruits of 
their contributions.”

 
By Tsegenesh Ayele

Women & Family Ministry 
Coordinator, ECFE

Ethiopia 

Recently, my husband 
and I took a planning 
weekend to reflect on our 
family goals for 2008 and 
beyond. It was hard work.

I can only imagine 
how strenuous and 
complicated it was to 
have the eight task-forces 
of enec  work together 
to make plans.  But they had one goal and 
that is to see the evangelization of Ethiopia, to 
see every area of life in Ethiopia touched by 
Jesus Christ. Each task-force had to answer  
the question- how can the Gospel impact 
families,  or  youth or  women and even the 
environment?

As the task-forces revealed their plans for 
the next 100 years at the launch of enec in 
October,  two years of hard work became a 
reality.  In this special edition of “The Bridge”, 
let’s rejoice with the united Church of Ethiopia 
and pray diligently as they begin to change 
their nation for Christ.

Marié Dell
Director of Communications
Southern & Eastern Africa

EDITOR’S NOTEThe Voices of ENEC

“The time of empowering the people of 
God to do more together than they can 
do alone is now. Together we can make 
a difference. The Church is God’s gift to 
our nation to inspire and create hope 
in the face of fear, lostness and despair.”

By Ato Mulatu Belachew
ECFE Board Chairman

“Dear God, empower the Ethiopian 
church to be light infused with the 
gospel to the entire country so that 
she is capable of producing genuinely 
transformed believers who are the salt 
and the light of the world. Dear Lord, 
graciously enable her to raise apostles, 
prophets, pastors evangelists and 
teachers, who can then transform the 
world for Your glory.” 

By  Pastor Getu Ayalew
ENEC Prayer Task Force


